
 
 
 

 

      Transitional Designing  
By, Dan Zongker 

 
 
This is definitely a unique table. Our customer 
was looking for a table to com pliment their dining 
room and sitting room theme.  It was filled with 
precious collections of world travel artifacts with 
a solar system motif.  Another  challenge was 
complimenting the kitchen adjacent from t hese 
rooms.  
 
They had an existing table base, which 
resembled the globe and galaxy, made of metal, 
which they wanted to re -use. It’s a nice piece of 
art, and we didn’t want to los e the visual. Tying 
all these entities together was challenging and 
fun. The table is designed to represent the solar 
system, or galaxy to say. Inserting a glass center 
enabled the view of the artist ic metal table base, 
from both the table top and fr om the sides, 
giving the table depth and per ception. 
 
The table pattern itself is ca lled parquetry. 
Geometric forms brought togeth er in a 
picturesque scene, representing planets and 
streaks of shooting stars. Using maples and 
walnut veneers, we are bringing contrast to the 
table. After completion, the t able will be stained 
to match the kitchen cabinets.  Therefore it will 
create a transitional piece incorporating all visual 
entities from the three adjace nt rooms. This one 
piece brings the feeling of un ity to the area.  
 
I refer to this type of design ing, as transitional. 
As we are all eclectic in our furnishing these 
days, with the vast array of p roduct available to 
us. Transitional designing allows one piece of 
furniture to bring everything together, offering 
unity, yet also allowing each piece to retain its 
individual character. This is a style of designing I 
really enjoy because each piece created is very 
personal and different then an ything else seen. 
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Close up of the Nine Point Shell” Finished”  

 
"My 1st Published 5 Page Step -By-Step Article"  

By, Dennis Zongker 

I received a call from Shannon Flowers, the editor of Wood Carving 
Illustrated, asking if I would be interested in doing an article on relief 
carving on an old piece of furniture. I agreed and decided to take an 
old rocking chair and add carving to the back to help bring it back to 
life. So at that point I went looking for just the right piece of furniture. 
I went shopping around at different flee markets and old antique 
stores. One thing to keep in mind is that most antique stores do not 
have true antique furniture. The reason I say that is because 
furniture does not become an antique until it is 100 years old. This is 
good because personally, I wouldn’t want to carve into, or add 
carvings to a true antique, or a valuable piece of furniture, because it 
will take away the value of a piece. 

There are 14 steps in the magazine that shows you step by step 
instructions on how to carve on the back of an old rocking chair. The 
pictures that I am showing here are some that were not published in 
the article. I hope you find a few ideas for your carving project. 

The chair is around 80 years old. The wood is Quartered White Oak. 
The wood was a little dry when I was carving the first 1/16” deep. 
Then after that the wood was just like normal. 
 
I would like to thank Shannon Flowers, Bob Duncan and everyone at 
Wood Carving Illustrated for the wonderful opportunity. 
 
You can find the full article that is featured this month in Wood 
Carving Illustrated/Fall 2008 Issue #44. “Carving a New Life for Old 
Furniture” Traditional relief carving adds value to flea market finds. 
www.woodcarvingillustrated.com 
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Congratulations Dennis! 
 




