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Knotty Alder 
 

This is one of the most unusual 
hardwood species.  Originating from 
the Pacific Coast of North America, 

especially the Oregon area. There are 
generally between nine and thirteen 
grades of Alder depending upon the 

mill that does the sorting.  This 
species has become so popular and 
the demand has increased so much 
that the finer grades have almost 
disappeared from availability.   

 
Alder has a similar appearance to 

Cherry.  The grain is tight with soft 
patterns.  There is a significant 

difference from Cherry in color and 
density, however.  Alder is softer and 
lighter than Cherry and stains more 

blotchy.  In the past it was the 
blotchy way it accepts stain that 

made it unacceptable but now with 
the style and fashion changes it is 

that blotchiness that designers have 
come to like about it.  The knottier 

grades of Alder are the most 
common grades used now for the 
rustic look.  The larger knots in 

combination with the blotchy stain 
color give doors a huge amount of 

character and make them so 
desirable.��

 
 

 
 

The Herter Brothers 
By, Dennis Zongker 

 
Gustave Herter came to New York from Germany in 184 8 and 
by 1858 he owned a cabinetmaking and interior decor ating 
company. In 1859 his brother Christian joined him a nd 
together they formed the “Herter Brothers” which wo uld 
become the leading furniture and interior decoratin g company 
in America. 
  
The furniture from the "Herter Brothers" shop was i n great 
demand by America's wealthiest families, who were d ecorating 
in a lavish style. The Herter Brothers worked with exotic 
woods and elaborate inlay combined with ebonizing a nd 
gilding. 
  
In 1870, Gustave returned to Germany and never retu rned to 
New York, and Christian took over management of the  
business. In 1883,  Christian retired from the business and died 
shortly after, at the age of 44. The company contin ued until 
1906, under new owners before closing.  
  
Very few designers or  artist ever reach a level of superior 
craftsmanship that separates their work from the ot hers.  The 
work of, Gustave and Christian Herter, are among th e 
greatest of the nineteenth-century.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wood of the MonthWood of the MonthWood of the MonthWood of the Month    

19th century American Renaissance Revival dore' bro nze 
mounted rosewood foyer table. 

 
Table top is thoroughly inlaid with marquetry including a central oval 
panel depicting musical instruments surrounded by various floral and 

scrolling classical designs, set on a base with four arched feet 
supporting dore' bronze maiden busts and an extensive 'X' stretcher 

base joined at the center by an incised sphere. 
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The Rose  
From time immemorial, beloveds have been compared to 
 roses. If we juggle the letters of the word ROSE we get  
EROS, who is the God of Love. Rose has thus been the  
traditional choice of lovers around the world. The color red 
 is associated with strong emotions and below are listed  
sentiments expressed by different hues of rose:-  
Lavender -- Enchantment and Uniqueness 
Orange -- Fascination 
Pink  (Dark) -- Thankfulness, Friendship and Admiration 
Red -- Love, Respect and Courage 
Peach -- Modesty, Gratitude, Admiration and Sympathy 
Pink (Pale)  -- Grace, Joy and Happiness 
Deep Red -- Beauty and Passion 
White  -- Innocence, Purity, Secrecy, Silence, Reverence, 
 Humility and (according to some sources) True Love 
Yellow  -- Joy, Friendship, Jealousy, Hope and Freedom 
Black  -- Farewell 
Red/White  -- Unity or Engagement 
Yellow/Orange  -- Passionate Thoughts 
Peach -- Modesty, Gratitude, Admiration and Sympathy 
Pink (Pale)  -- Grace, Joy and Happiness 
Yellow/Red  -- Congratulations 
Rosebud  -- Beauty, Youth and a Heart Innocent of Love 
Red Rosebud  -- Purity and Loveliness 
White Rosebud  -- Girlhood 
One Dozen Red Roses  -- "I Love You" 
Single Red Rose in Full Bloom  -- "I Love You" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phil didn't see his shadow.  
 

According to German folklore, a 
groundhog's inability to see its shadow 
means an early spr ing, rather than six more 
weeks of winter.  
  
It's relatively rare for a Punxsutawney 
groundhog to not see its shadow. It has only 
happened 14 times since 1886, according to 
the Punxsutawney Groundhog Club.  Since 
1886, Phil has seen his shadow 96 times. 
The last time Phil failed to see his shadow 
was in 1999.  


