
Marquetry or Parquetry?  
  
The art and craft of marquetry is a form of picturesque 
decoration achieved by cutting patterns, or pictures, 
from thin wood veneer, then gluing it to a base of 
suitable material. A base may be a piece of furniture, 
box, or board, which, when decorated with marquetry, 
can become a picture. Little is known of marquetry 
until the 13th Century when many of the craftsmen and 
their work was generally confined to the decoration of 
church furniture, choir stalls, cupboards and paneling. 
Marquetry activity centered, therefore, in Europe, 
particularly in Italy, France, Germany and Holland. 
  
Parquetry is the usual term for straight line, geometric 
patterned marquetry. The earliest evidence of 
parquetry is from some years BC. Ancient Egyptian 
and Assyrian tombs have been discovered, containing 
caskets and tables with an applied pattern of 
herringbone or basket weave.    
  
Whether its Marquetry or Parquetry, both offer 
exquisite possibilities and detailing to furniture of 
yesteryear or today. An ancient craft that has 
withstood the tests of time and is still enjoyed today 
with fine craftsmen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Craftsman Spotlight  

   
FURNITURE OVER THE YEARS 

 
Historically, the most common material for making furniture has been 
wood, but other materials, such as metal and stone, have also been 
used. Furniture designs have reflected the fashion of every era from 
ancient times to the present. Whereas in most periods a single style 
dominated, a wide variety of old and new styles influences current 
design. Some of the most highly prized pieces of furniture used in 
homes, however, are antiques. Today furniture ranges from innovative 
designs to something that is carefully made to reproduce apiece based 
on early models. 
  
Even the basic requirements of furniture designs are difficult, 
appearance has always been as important.   The general tendency 
has been to design furniture to complement the interior of the home.   
Furniture design ranges from simple to elaborate, depending on the 
piece.  The earliest records, describe richly decorated interiors with 
gold cloth and gilded furniture. In the history of furniture, however, the 
elegant work takes greater importance because in general it has been 
the best preserved.   
  
At the turn of the century to the establishment of small factories, the 
United States produced nothing outstanding in the lines of fashionable 
furniture. But, had continuous steady growth in the United States, 
mostly because of  mass-production of furniture containing lesser 
quality.   
  
By the 1990's furniture styles had increased greatly in numbers, to 
such a degree that literally hundreds of styles existed. The positive 
aspect was the enormous range of choices it offered, from classic 
modern pieces to antiques of any period, or reproductions of them, to 
inexpensive do-it-yourself unassembled furniture in any style desired. 
  
The history of furniture is closely related to the history of human 
culture. For thousands of years, all fine furniture was designed to 
accommodate the tastes of royalty. Most furniture made today is still 
designed to be practical, comfortable, and easy to maintain.  
 
Over the years, expert artisans (skilled craftsmen) have created richly 
decorated furniture in various styles.  With the hopes that someday 
their piece would someday become an antique and passed down thru 
generations. Today there are certain pieces of the finest furniture rank 
among the world's greatest works of art.  There is furniture that is 
displayed in museums around the world. 
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Interesting thought…. 
 

We live in a world where lemonade is made from 
artificial flavoring and furniture polish is made f rom 

real lemons.  Parquetry 

Marquetry 
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Wood of the Month: Mahogany�

Mahogany has long been considered one of the finest  
cabinet woods of the world, because it has most of 

the qualities desired for furniture making. It is s trong 
and hard enough to stand ordinary use as furniture,  

yet soft enough to be easily sawed, planed, and 
carved. The wood has an attractive color and grain,  
and a high luster.  Its color varies from light tan  to 

dark reddish- brown. The wood darkens when exposed 
to daylight.   Sometimes mahogany has curly, wavy, 
raindrop, or speckled figures. The finest mahogany 

comes from the West Indies. Mahogany from this kind  
of tree is very scarce. Most mahogany used for fine  
woodworking today comes from southern Mexico, 

northern South America, and Africa. 
 

HAND CARVING 
 

You wont find detailing like this in production fur niture!! 
The above shows hand-carved 

egg-n-dart detailing by Dennis Zongker. True custom  
furniture sets the standards above production line 
furniture by implementing such details as above. 

Something you won’t find in any showroom.  

INSPERIENCE 
�
You’re familiar with Cocooning, right?  
 
A familiar trend in the 80’s and early 90’s was the need to retreat from 
the harsh realities of life. The millennium has brought us the new age, 
a new outlook on the future and a new trend now being called 
“Insperience” .The consumers desire to bring top level professional 
experiences into their homes. Whether it is sports courts, home 
theaters, fine dining facilities, wine rooms or refrigerated beer kegs; 
the homeowner is bringing the outside world into their safe haven. 
What could be better then sitting around your private bar, sipping a 
cold beverage or watching your favorite movie with family and friends? 
 
The “Insperience” trend is here and we all find ourselves participating. 
Designs compliment each individual’s personality as we feel the need 
to customize our surroundings to fit our taste and desires. No longer is 
the small bar in the corner  
of a room, but a grand party room decorated nostalgic of the 50’s. 
Television’s no longer contained in consoles, but now are home 
theaters giving us the full experience. Kitchens are no longer utility 
driven, but now more gourmet complimented and designed for the 
family to gather. Our lifestyles have changed and with this have come 
the new trend, “Insperience”. Bringing our outside experiences into our 
homes. 
 
Zongkers has dedicated themselves in product research and design to 
accommodate these special rooms within the home. Consumers with 
“space to spare” are thinking game rooms, home theaters, party 
rooms, home offices, wine cellars and home spas. Whatever the need 
and desire, we can provide elegant designs and quality furnishings to 
help achieve the ultimate “Insperience”. 
 

All of our projects are single-piece orders,” "Every  
craftsman works on his own project and we don't uti lize 

any mass assembly. Our craftsmen are our biggest 
strength, because without them, we wouldn't be wher e we 

are."  

TIP OF THE DAY…. 
 

Protect doorknobs and hardware in the kitchen and 
bathroom when you're painting by wrapping foil around 
them to catch dribbles. The foil molds to the shape of 

whatever it's covering and stays firmly in place until the 
job is complete. 



Spaghetti with Peppery No-Cook Tomato Sauce  

 
Strong ingredients--like pungent cheese, sharp olives, fruity 
olive oil, and briny capers--give this pasta sauce plenty of 
flavor so there's no cooking necessary. Quickly peel 
tomatoes by plunging them into the boiling pasta water 
(before adding the pasta) for 20 seconds; remove with a 
slotted spoon, and quickly rinse under cold water. The 
skins will slip right off.  
 
1  pound uncooked spaghetti 
2  cups chopped seeded peeled tomato (about 5 
medium tomatoes) 
1  cup (4 ounces) crumbled ricotta salata or feta 
cheese 
1/3  cup chopped pitted kalamata olives 
1/4  cup capers 
1 1/2  tablespoons extravirgin olive oil 
3/4  teaspoon salt 
1/2  teaspoon black pepper 
4  garlic cloves, minced  
Cook pasta according to package directions, omitting 
salt and fat. Drain and combine tomato and 
remaining ingredients in a large bowl. Add pasta, and 
toss well to combine……..Serve immediately.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

· Whose portraits are on our money? 
·  
· Penny: Abraham Lincoln, 16th president \ 
· Nickle: Thomas Jefferson, 3rd president  
· Dime: Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 32nd 

president  
· Quarter:  George Washington, 1st president 
· $1 bill: George Washington, 1st president  
· $2: Thomas Jefferson, 3rd president  
· $5: Abraham Lincoln, 16th president  
· $10: Alexander Hamilton, 1st Treasury 

Secretary  
· $20: Andrew Jackson, 7th president  
· $ 50: Ulysses S. Grant, 18th president  
· $100: Benjamin Franklin, colonial inventor 

and diplomat  
· $500: President William McKinley 25th 

president  
· $1,000 President Grover Cleveland, 22nd 

and 24th president  
· $5000 James Madison 4th president  
· $10,000 Salmon Portland Chase, Chief 

Justice of the United States, Secretary of the 
Treasury under Abraham Lincoln  

· $100,000 Woodrow Wilson (this bill may 
only be used in transactions between the  
Federal Reserve & Treasury Department 
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Animal Hide Glue  
 
Virtually all-antique furniture is held together with animal 
hide glue.  It was the most common glue used by 
woodworkers, for cabinetmaking and furniture for a few 
good reasons.  Hide glue joints are reversible and 
repairable. 
 
 Hide glue, unlike most other adhesives, can be 
reactivated to steam or alcohol.  For furniture restoration 
purposes, it is a treat to be able to steam off the old glue... 
try that with most other adhesives and you will have little 
success. Hide glue sticks to itself, so the repairer can 
apply new hide glue to the joint and re-clamp it.  
Repairing old furniture with hide glue the joints become 
as strong they were originally. 
 
'''Hide glue,''' properly used, forms a strong and long-
lasting bond. It was the most common woodworking glue 
for thousands of years until the invention of synthetic 
glues.  Here at Zongkers we use animal hide glue on many 
of our fine furniture pieces. 
 
 


