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Personalize Your Kitchen��������
Kitchens are the hearthstone to any home, a gathering place for family and friends and often the focal point to your 

home. We bring your personality into the kitchen with “furniture-grade” cabinetry and detailing. Whether its 
traditional with handmade carvings or contemporary, we are here to help with the entire project. From the 
beginning design stages to the finished product, we’ll work with you hand in hand to assure every detail is 

accounted for. Give us a call today to start personalizing your kitchen……��
 

From Ordinary to Extraordinary  
 

Creative problem solving best describes the 
dedication and the expertise that Zongkers has 
for making the most of your kitchen-remodeling 
project. Our expertise in furniture making is now 

incorporated into kitchen designs. Exploring 
creative alternatives and providing furniture-
grade detailing and quality throughout the 

kitchen. 

Before  

Before  

After  
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Yesterday’s Cabinet Maker 
By, Dennis Zongker  

 
In most parts of Europe, by law around 1600 to 1800, a boy approximately 

9 years old was chosen by family trade to become a cabinetmaker.  It 
required at least eight years of mandatory education. The training consisted 
of a high degree of technical training that would ensure a high standard of 

work. 
 

First an apprentice spent several years in the workshop of a master 
furniture maker, followed by at least as many years as a journeyman. In 

order to become a master, a journeyman had to prove his competence. A 
young man around 22 to 24 years of age could be a master of his trade, 

and could be commissioned for cabinet 
 making jobs. 

 
In conclusion to all of this training, one could see how cabinet making, 

furniture making, carving, joinery, marquetry and many other related skills, 
could reach such a high standard of technical skill.  In today’s world one 

could be called an Artist.  While yesterdays Cabinet Maker was considered 
a tradesman. 

Currently in production…. 

 
This end table has been 

designed, engineered and 
currently being built by 

Dennis Zongker  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bloodwood is generally from a light 
pink to a deep blood-red, and is 
incredibly dense. When the bark 

from this tree is cut or damaged, it 
exudes a sap that quickly turns 

blood red. This wood is often used 
by woodworkers for its natural 
ability to take a polish, and its 

unmistakable red coloring. 
Bloodwood is found in South 

America.  Common uses include  
Cabinetmaking, fine furniture, 

decorative inlay, marquetry work, 
fancy boxes, turning, and veneers.  

Wood of the Month:  Bloodwood 
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Marbled Easter Eggs 
Materials Needed: Hard Boiled Eggs, 
Food Coloring, Vinegar, Vegetable Oil  
Instructions: 
In a coffee cup, mix about 1 tablespoon of 
food coloring with 1 tablespoon of vinegar. 
Add 1 tablespoon of vegetable oil and 1/2 
cup cool water. If necessary you can add a 
bit more water. You want the coloring to 
completely cover the egg when put in the 
cup. Repeat the steps above to make 
different colors. Experiment with mixing 
colors. Mix red and blue to get purple, and 
mix red and yellow to make orange!  
Gently lower an egg into a cup using a 
spoon until the egg is completely covered 
by the liquid. Remove the egg immediately 
and pat dry with a paper towel.�
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“Craftsmanship, Quality, Excellence”.   
By, Jeff Krabbenhoft 

 
My name is Jeff Krabbenhoft and I am a woodworking teacher at 
Lewis Central High School in Council Bluffs, Iowa.  Nine years 
ago I met a gentleman that couldn’t say enough good about the 
custom furniture company he used to work for in Omaha.   He 
encouraged me to visit Zongkers Custom Furniture.  Soon after, I 
walked through their doors and introduced myself.  That 
introduction to Dan and Dennis Zongker and their company was 
one of the best things I’ve ever done.  I witnessed a level of 
craftsmanship I’d never seen before.  I learned many, many things, 
but I was most impressed with their exquisite veneer work.  I saw 
techniques that were traditional, yet done with the utmost of 
precision.  They were using top quality domestic materials as well 
as breathtaking exotic veneers.  My excitement over what I’d seen 
and longing to learn more lead to an awesome opportunity - they 
hired me for the next summer.  That summer experience was one 
that still influences me every day.  There were so many new things 
to learn from the entire staff at Zongkers and Dan and Dennis in 
particular.  I honed my veneering skills and was excited to teach it 
to my students.  Now it is an important element in many projects in 
my upper level classes. 
 
Now I take students to Zongkers on field trips.  They get an 
unbelievable experience.  They see what skilled hands and minds 
can do with the same material and machines that they work with.  
They see that Zongkers functions a lot like what happens at school.  
Each individual is working on a different project.  Dan and Dennis 
are very generous with their time and knowledge.  They are also 
very encouraging.  During one trip Dennis was talking to my group 
about continuing the learning process.  He said, “Don’t ever stop 
learning; there is always someone you can learn something new 
from.  You see what we can do here?  We are still looking for new 
and different techniques and learning new things”.  Dan and Dennis 
are both great examples for the kids of being lifelong learners. 
 
On another field trip, we were gathered around Curt Starr’s bench, 
who is a 1979 Lewis Central graduate.  He tells my students, 
“Okay, you see these ten fingers?  I’ve never had an accident 
because safety is the most important thing in the shop”.  It was 
great for them to hear it from someone other than me! 
 
Another thing that I will never forget from my summer at Zongkers 
was what was printed on every working drawing, “Highest Quality 
Possible”.  Their craftsmen would accept nothing less than 
excellence in every project they touched.  In an effort to convey 
that commitment to quality to my students we painted a logo on my 
classroom wall.  It is of a large saw blade with LCHS Woodshop 
over the top and underneath it has three words, “Craftsmanship 
Quality Excellence”.  My students have seen it at Zongkers and we 
strive to reach that goal. 
 
Zongkers has been a huge influence on my program and many 
students over the years.  If I need help with a particular process or 
technique, I know I can stop in and get help, enabling me to 
continue to be a lifelong learner.  They have encouraged my 
students to look at the industry as a career and have challenged their 
thinking.  It has been a wonderful relationship that continues to 
grow. 
 


